Nasu’s French Twist

A Japanese museum surveys Niki de Saint Phalle’s dramatic sculpture

By PHYLLIS BRAFF

UCKED sway in the rich vegets-

tico ol central Japan asd within

might of Mount Chausu's dra-

matic peak, Tochigi Prefec-

Mire's  fEwes]  Saskum o=

apened in 1984 — surveys, to the surprise of

many, the carser of a contemporary French
sculptor, Mikl de Saint Fhalle -

The Niki Muasesm houses the collection of
its founder and director, Yoko Shizue Ma-
suda, an eathuisiastic admirer of Ms, Saint
Phalle's exuberant, seightly colored figura-
uve pieces. Mry. Masuda discovered one of
the antist's prints in & Tokyo gallery in 1980,
Her coliection now nambers more than 200
examples. Teaji Masuda, the director's hus-
band and former chaireman of the Parco
Company, & department store and real es-
tate conglomersie, assisted with the con-
cEpt and design.

The museam is in the small town of Mase,
famous for its hot springs, pristime scemic
heauty and royal summer residences, An Bl
minute train ride from Toloyo, Haso can be &
pleasant one-day trip. Many combine a mu-
seum vigit with a stay at one of the popular
thermal reserts. The recently compleced
Princess roadway, linking the ram depoi-to
older roads muncing ints velvesy groen hills
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dotted with small white cloud puffs, seems
almost incongruously modern in an area
that protects its natural heritage with strict
comservation laws and rigid design codes,

Respect for the natural surrousdings 1s
also a striking characteristic of the mu-
SEUm's IWo-acTe property. Its handsome
onesstory rigrag building, which celebraved
fts second anniversary this fall, wraps
around tangled forest interrapled only by &
footoridge over a modest brook. Glass walls
bring this view indoors, providing different
blossom, foliage or groand cover effects in
each of the Iour Seasons Sequences of glass
pabies allow still more Bght to powr into the
galleries and oover the sculpture.

Vigitors emcounter Ms. Saint Phalle's
work in 8 way that could hardly be more
dramatic. A lengthy plass-enclosed walk-
way through the landscape terminates be-
fore & shrinelike installation of the artist's
lively, gleaming interpretation of the dog-
haaded god Anabis. At this point the primas
ry ilumination comes from the creature’s
faming light-bualo herns and the cascade af
brightly tooed bilbs trailing down het head-
dress.

This work from a 1890 series based on
anckent female deities might seem an odd
introductory cholce for an artlst best known
for ner playful, generously proporiloned
“Mana” figuares, yoi Anubls reinforces he
spiritual imgredient in Ms Saint Phalle's
work, which is an aspect several visilors
sald made the deepest impression

There is a quick change of moeod in the

adjacent gallery that displays orientation
materials. Here photo eslargements give a
semse af the artist's large outdeor prajects,
includimg, the multiunit Stravinsky Foantain
in troat of the Pompidou Center in Paris, the
extensive Tarot Garden in Tuscany, which
is open to the public on a limited basis, and
“Hon," a lemporary massive structure in
the form of & reclining Mana Housing &
planetarium, milk bar, movie theater and
gallery, the Isterior was visited by thou-
sands during the artist's 1856 exhibition at
the Moderna Musest in £tockholm. In com-
ecpibon, “Hoa'" and s=veral walk-in figura-
tive structures ai the Tarot Garden relate to
& museam design by Ms. Sainl Phalle that
ihe Masudas criginally wanled to Sonsiroct
in Masu before local autharities vetoed the
unorthodox fairy-tale project design.
Documantary materiale in the grientation
area review Ms. Saint Phalle's career and
coniext for themss carrisd oul in
the galleries This is especially heipful with
the artist's protest works from the early

Contireed on Page 24

LEFT The Niki Museum
is in Masu, which is notec
for its scenic beauty and
hot springs. Among the
works on view are
“Upside Down Nana,”
1967, right, and
“Hand,” 1982, below,

Esmrbing art and soaking yourself

The Wiki Museam, 203 Yomobo Mass-ma-
chi, Tochizl, Japan, i apén daily, excluding
most Wednesdays, from ;30 AM. w04 P.M.
in winter. Admission is $8 (1000 yen); re-
duced rates are available for siudents, Tele-
phone (§1) 2E7-T6-T302, fax (81) Z57-76-9622.
The museum’s pleasant sinall cafe is simat-
ed o take maximam advanstage of the view
of the grousds. A museum shop sells gift
itemns alomg with books in English and Japa-
nese,

There is frequent rapid train service from
Tokyo ard Ueno stations on the Tahoko
Shinkases (Japan Railways) line to Naso.
shiobarm, or the Tohoku Honsen (Japan
Railways) ling ta Huroiso. The trip takes B0
minutes from Toiowo, The local bus for Nasu-
yumoco from either irain stop will lake
passengess 1o Shin-Masa, 8 five-mimate walk
from the museum. Altiernatively, the bus for
Hasu-highlasd from Kusckso stops at Kin-
kohsoumae, a ted-minute walk o the mu-
séum. A round-rip, four-gay “Q-ticket" os
the Tohoku-Shickansen line is $86,

Where to Eat

Prices noted are the average cost of a
meal for one

Kamikawa ne Saio, 1552-3 Terako-0tsu,
Masu, Tochigi; 287-T1-1755 A Japanese noo-
dle shop. 318 Closed Wednesday.

Furnasats, 2733 Takasu-stsu, Masy, To-
chigi; 287-TE-Q5X5. A tesnpira AN soha poe-
die shop. §13. Clased Tuesday.

Gleda Mia, 483-3 Tsumujigadalra, Yumoim
Masa, Tochigi; 287-76-447¢. Italian cuisine
with pttentive service m pleasant surround-
ings_§27. Chosed Thursday.

Where to Stay

Most hotels sccept cash only. All of these
are a short drive, ora pleasant walk, to the
museurmn. The raies are for one person.

Hotel Laforet Nasu, 206-0538 Yumota Masu,
Tochigi; 287-76-1811, fax 287-78-1804; Tokyo
reservation office - 5-5562-5489 A highly re-
garded Enropean-style hotel with Japanese
and French dinieg facilities. §137.50 to $238,
including breaktast and dinnes.

San Raku, 206 Yomoto Nasu, Tochigi; 287-
76-3010, fax 2ET-T6-4538. Masu's lop-rated
Japarese-stybe hotel, $277 10 473, inclading
preakfas: and a rraditional kais=ki dinner.

Higashiyama, 204 Yumeto Nasu, Tochigi;
FRT-TE-1600, fax IET-TE-3148 A good value at
%134 to $313, including brezkizst and a tradi-
tional kalseki dinner,

Hodel Sun Valley Masu, 303 Yumaots, Nasu,
Tochigi; Z87-76-3600, fax H7-T5-4455, T-n_b;yw
reservation office: 1-3588-3800. Thirty-eight
ditferent hot spring baths make this & popu-
lar choice [oe Japasese familks. European
style, with some Japanese-style rooms. F125
1o 5268, incleding breakiast and dinner.

Hotel Epinard Masu, | Thakaku-hel, Nasu,
Tochigi; TR7-TE-6000, fax 27.78-6666; Tokyo
reservation office : 3-3535-8484. Opened in
prid-198¢, ot spring indoor pood and several
typees of hol Spring baths, Eurspean and
Japanese-stybe rooms starting at S136.

Daikoicuya, 836 [tamuro, Kuroise, To-
chigl; 207-85-0208, fax 157 600407, Featurag
Inchude Tapanesg-style rooms, 8 Japanese
garden and modern art works from the own-
er's collection, £125 to 5170, including break-
{ast and dinner. F.B.



